IE Conferencetc "IE Conference"
Competition Categoriestc "Competition Categories"

Mono Acting*


Duo Acting*


Pantomime

Group Scene


Solo Musical


Duet Musical


Group Musical 

*may also enter as novice
Registrationtc "Registration"

Each participant may enter in up to three (3) categories.


Online at www.washingtonthespians.org; click events button

Roundstc "Rounds"
There will be two rounds of competition for each category. There will be two judges in each round. Competitors will be seen by different judges in each round, and, ideally though not always practical, compete against different scenes in each round.

Regional Awardstc "Regional Awards"

The top 20% in each category, at the IE Regional, will be recognized as a Regional Finalists.


No showcase of winning or qualifying scenes will take place at the regional competitions.

National/State Showcase Qualifyingtc "National/State Showcase Qualifying"

The top 10% in each category (or a minimum of the top two (2) scenes if there are less than 20 entrants in a category) qualify for nationals and receive an invitation to the State Showcase Event. 

Definitionstc "Definitions"
— Experiencedtc "— Experienced"
1.
Has previously competed in an acting competition, including speech or drama conference or competitions

2.
Has appeared in a leading role in a main-stage production.

3.
Has extensive summer stock or community theatre experience, including children’s theatre performances.

4.
Has the talent, experience, and/or potential to compete with the experienced performers. This point is a judgement decision by the troupe director and the student. Juniors and seniors who have never competed may also qualify because of their maturity level.

— Novicetc "— Novice"
1.
A student who’s taking their first theater class and/or

2.
Lacks the experience and training shown under the experienced definition.

Notes on Experienced vs. Novice tc "Notes on Experienced vs. Novice "

If it is discovered that a student is entered in novice and any of the above points apply to the student’s experience, the competitor will be disqualified.


If an experienced student is paired with a novice performer in duo-acting the team must enter as experienced.

Disqualificationstc "Disqualifications"

Performers will be disqualified for violating the spirit of the regulations governing the competition and the individual events as determined by the Tournament Coordinator and the ad hoc committee.


Disqualifications usually happen as a result of not fully understanding the rules and rarely out-and-out cheating. To avoid being disqualified, remember that the competition is all about adjudicating hard work, talent, and the power of the performer. Hence, read the rules carefully and avoid  the use of costumes and/or props that are nonessential to the understanding of the scene.

· Performers and the adviser may appeal a disqualification to the state board either at the competition or at the next state board meeting. The decision of the board is final.
Guidelines for Acting & Musical Competitive Categoriestc "Guidelines for Acting & Musical Competative Categories"
For All Categoriestc "For All Categories"
1.
No costumes, coordinated clothing, or theatrical make up are allowed. Participants are encouraged to dress how they would for a general audition or a job interview.

2.
Only integral hand props may be used.

3.
Only students from the same school or troupe may combine to enter duo/group scenes and duet/group musical scenes

4.
All scenes should have and introduction which may only include students’ name, title of selection, characters played, and the name of the playwright. Time begins once a performer concludes the introduction.

5.
All performance events are limited to five minutes except MONOLOGUE which is limited to 3 MINUTES total for the two contrasting pieces, with a 15 second grace period, after the introduction. Students who go over the time limit will not be eligible for showcasing at state.

6.
All performance spaces will be equipped with three chairs and a small table (card table size).

7.
Material (except pantomime, which must be orginal) may only be drawn from published scripts written for theatre. Works from other forms such as movies, poetry, fiction, and song lyrics are not permitted.

Monologue Rulestc "Monologue Rules"
1.
Students must present two contrasting selections that may be from different time periods, styles, genres or moods.

2.
Only one character from each selection may be used.

3.
The actor plays only one role in each selection, but may act and react as if others were present.

4.
The two contrasting selections combined cannot exceed three minutes.

5.
The introduction must be for both selections,
Duo Acting Rulestc "Duo Acting Rules"
1.
Each participant must be actively involved in the scene.

2.
Each actor in the scene may only portray one character.

3.
Selection cannot exceed five minutes.

Group Scenetc "Group Scene"
1.
Each participant must be actively involved in the scene.

2.
Each actor in the scene may only portray one character.

3.
Selection cannot exceed five minutes.

4.
A group scene consists of not less than three nor more than fifteen students.

Pantomime (Solo or Duo) Rulestc "Pantomime (Solo or Duo) Rules"
1.
Entrant(s) may present one selection. 

2.
Solo or duet performances only. 

3.
Must be original; no reenactments (Marcel Marceau, Red Skelton, etc.)

4.
No lip synching or audible vocal sounds by the performer(s) are permitted.

5.
Performer(s) must use prerecorded, nonvocal musical accompaniment or prerecorded nonvocal sound effects. 

6.
If a duet pantomime, each entrant must be actively involved in the scene. 

7.
Cannot exceed five (5) minutes. 

8.
The introduction must include only the entrant’s (or entrants’) name(s), troupe number, and title of pantomime piece. Time begins when a performer(s) moves after conclusion of introduction. 

9.
Props or theatrical makeup are not allowed. In a duet mime, an actor wearing dance wear and coordinated clothing of combinations of black and white or colors is acceptable if, in the opinion of the adjudicators, it does not costume the character in a traditional way (appropriate to the time and place of the piece as written). Care should be taken to avoid replicating a nontraditional costume style associated with the selection.

Solo Musical Theatre Rulestc "Solo Musical Theatre Rules"
1.
Performers may use nonvocal, piano only, recorded musical accompaniment.

2.
Performer should bring both the recording and the means to play it with them. (Live accompaniment is not allowed).

3.
Performers play only one role from the selection.

4.
Selection cannot exceed five minutes.

Duet Musical Theatre Rulestc "Duet Musical Theatre Rules"
1
Performers may use nonvocal, piano only, recorded musical accompaniment.

2.
Performer should bring both the recording and the means to play it with them. (Live accompaniment is not allowed).

3.
Performers play only one role from the selection.

4.
Selection cannot exceed five minutes.

Group Musical Theatre Rulestc "Group Musical Theatre Rules"
1.
A group consists of not less than three nor more than fifteen students.

2.
Performer should bring both the recording and the means to play it with them. (Live accompaniment is not allowed).

3.
Performers may use nonvocal, piano only, recorded musical accompaniment.

4.
Performers play only one role from the selection.

6.
Selection cannot exceed five minutes.

State Conferencetc "State Conference"
The State Conference brings together more than 600 students and adults from more than 30 schools from all over the state. It features:

Adjudicated Eventstc "Adjudicated Events"
Ensemble Scene:  Schools may present one to two scenes (a full-length play cutting; a one-act play; or a musical cutting) for adjudication. Participating troupes are chosen on a first come-first selected basis. Register early to assure your place.

Technical Categories: All Technical entries will be adjudicated at the State Conference.

Short Film: The deadline for submission is Feb. 1. Top entries will be presented at the conference.

Performance Eventstc "Performance Events"
Works In Progess (WIPs): Schools who have not yet done their musical may apply to present at WIPs.

State Showcase: National Qualifiers  from the IE Conference will be showcased Thur. evening before the conference.

Training Opportunitiestc "Training Opportunities"
Workshops: Dozens of workshops taught by theatre professionals are a large part of the conference.

Key Note Speaker: Special keynote speakers and clinicians will present.

Ensemble Scene Guidelinestc "Ensemble Scene Guidelines"

The time limit is 45 minutes including set up and strike. If you exceed the time limit beyond 5 minutes the lights will fade to black and the play will be stopped.


Oral critique may follow, time permitting.


Costumes may be used. However, dressing rooms facilities are not available. 


Only integral props may be used.


NO set pieces beyond those provided by the host school.


Musical cuttings may use nonvocal piano-only accompaniment. Accompaniment may be recorded or live. CD/tape player will be provided. Piano will also be provided, but you must supply your own accompanist.

Works In Progress


Time limit is fifteen (15) minutes including set up and strike. If a WIP exceeds the time limit by one (1) minute, the lights will fade to black and the WIP will stop.


No adjudication, either written or oral.


No costumes, set pieces beyond those provided by the host school or non-integral props may be used.

Tech Categories Guidelines

All Entriestc "All Entries"
1.
Should be original work, wholly designed by a student.

2.
Should have the name, school, and troupe numbers on each submission.

3.
Only one entrant may be involved in the design. No collaborations are permitted.

4.
An oral defense of their design, production book, or public relations campaign is requred. Note cards may be used. 

5.
An introduction may include only the entrant’s name, troupe number, title of play, and playwright.

6.
The oral presentation may not exceed five (5) minutes. Time does not include the introduction or questions from the adjudicators.

7.
Set/costume design presentations may include realization photos, if available.

Set Designtc "Set Design"
1.
Presentation must be a design for one published play written for the theatre. Designs for performances of poetry, fiction, screenplays, or any other medium are not permitted. 

2.
The entrant must construct an original, three-dimensional model or a perspective rendering executed to the scale of either ¼” = 1’0" or ½” = 1’0", showing the set and its relationship to the theatrical space. Either model or rendering will be permitted, but not both. 

3.
At least one figure must be included in the rendering or model to show proportion and scale. 

4.
The entrant must draw a floor plan to the same scale. 

5.
All forms of staging are permitted. The set design must clearly define the performance space and audience configuration. 

Costume Designtc "Costume Design"
1.
Presentation must be a design for one published play written for the theatre. Designs for performances of poetry, fiction, screenplays, or any other medium are not permitted. 

2.
The entrant must present five (5) character renderings. These may represent five different characters, or follow a single character though several appropriate changes. No more than five (5) renderings are permitted. No finished costumes are permitted. 

3.
Each design must be executed in full color on a 10" × 15" white illustration board. All figures must be 10" tall. The base of the figure should be 3" from the lower edge of the board. Template or trace characters may be used as a base. 

4.
The board should be labeled in the following manner: (a) upper left-hand corner: play title and playwright; (b) upper right-hand corner: character’s name, act, and scene; (c) lower right-hand corner: entrant’s name and troupe number. No other information may be written on the board. 

Stage Managementtc "Stage Management"
1. Entrant must present a production book including, but not limited to: 

• Script with blocking and tech cues (i.e., sound, lights, etc.) 

• Schedules: rehearsal and performance 

• Scene shift information 

• Costume plot information 

• Prop plot information 

Theatre Marketingtc "Theatre Marketing"
1. Presentation must be a publicity campaign for one published play written for the theatre. Campaigns for performances of poetry, fiction, screenplays, or any other medium are not permitted. 

2. The following materials are to be presented: 


Poster design or finished poster 


Program design or finished program 


Two press releases consisting of an informational article and feature article 


A promotional project idea or documentation of a completed promotional project 

Short Film

1.
Entrant must submit a DVD with an original short film that does not exceed 5 minutes in length from opening title screen to final credits. Remember, shorter is better. 
2.
Films must be of original content and may be collaborations between students. 

3.
Music must be original or documented public domain material. 

4.
Material created by students in this event that is deemed by the judge(s) to be obscene or disruptive may receive lower ratings or in some extreme cases may result in disqualification. 

